Antigen-specific lymphocyte clone elimination and reappearance in guinea pigs using 125I-labelled horse serum albumin.
T cells in the blood and spleen of guinea pigs fixed significantly higher quantities of radiolabelled antigen on day 4 following injection than did B cells or macrophages. Fixed radioactivity produced continuous radiation damage on the cells involved and the antigen-specific lymphocyte clone disappeared. This was shown by the absence of antibody production in the sera determined by passive haemagglutination. The reappearance of the specific lymphocyte clone required more than 20 days.